) (Republic 424a) . These institutions aim to make the "young people" of the city pious, courageous, temperate and just. 3 These virtues are the proper qualifications of the citizen ( ), as Plato's Protagoras makes clear in his "Great Speech". 4 Plato's privileged speakers in the Statesman and the Laws concur that producing citizens with these virtues is the premier function of the statesman or lawgiver. 5 This is how the statesman benefits the citizen.
It is thus a striking anomaly that in the Republic the artisans, who compose the largest class of citizens and indeed are the original citizens, fail to receive this education. The paideia in question, extensively detailed in Books II and III, is a variation of the traditional cultural education (μ ) and physical training ( μ ) of an Athenian "gentleman" ( ). It is the job-specific training of the guardian class (here not further distinguished into rulers and auxiliaries), coordinate with the vocational training of the artisans. Cobblers are trained in cobblery, guardians in virtue (405a-b; 456d8-10). Thus in being assigned to the artisan class, a person is cut off from receiving the greatest benefit that a city can provide for its citizens. Why, if the goal of the polis is to benefit its citizens, are the vast majority of them excluded from this ultimate benefit?
Even though none of Socrates' interlocutors in the Republic voices such a concern, 6 it is worthwhile, nonetheless, for us to raise the question because Plato's reasons for assigning people to the artisan class are relevant to a full understanding of his notorious preference for non-democratic institutions. It is not just in the ideal city of the Republic that the largest class of citizens has no share in ruling the city. In superficial contrast, the constitution outlined in the Laws distributes political power much more broadly among the citizens. But this difference is achieved by the simple expedient of denying citizen status to the artisans-so the restriction on political participation among the city's population is effectively the same. 7 In both cases, the artisans are excluded from political participation by the famous principle that: "Each person must practice a single occupation in the city, for which his nature is best suited" (Republic 433a4-6; Laws 846d-e). 8 This Principle of Specialization, on which Socrates explicitly relies in relegating citizens to the artisan class in the Republic, is commonly understood to imply that the artisans are so relegated because of a natural inability to perform the function of the ruling classes. That is, the members of the artisan class are incapable of acquiring the political excellence that is the job description of the rulers and auxiliaries. Since Socrates claims that adherence to this principle is the very thing that makes the city just (433a), _________
